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Chapter 45
SARVAM SIVAMAYAM
THE OMNIPRESENCE OF SIVA
Saunaka and the other sages of Naimisharanya, after
intently listening to the episodes of Siva and His Bhaktas
who attained salvation in Srikalahasti as enunciated by
Romasa to Bharadwaja, requested Suta, the great exponent
of puranas, to inform them how and where Sage Bharadwaja
performed penance and attained salvation. Suta, the
pouranika remarked that the sages of Naimisharanya were
very fortunate in attentively hearing the wonderful deeds
and unparalleded grace of Paramasiva. He then proceeded
with the final part of the series as to how Sage Romasa and
his disciple too attained Moksha.
In compliance with the instructions of his mentor, sage
Bharadwaja accompanied by a band of his disciples took
bath in the holy waters of Swarnamukhi and worshipped
the blissful Vayulinga of Sri Kalahasteeswara. While he was
meditating, he heard a subtle divine voice whispering to
him, "O Bharadwaja, not far from here to the south there is
Saswatakshetra which bestows jeevan-mukthi. Go there and
worship me reciting 'Sri Rudram' forming part of vedas.
Those that comtemplate on the Vayulinga in the shape of
pure camphor are sure to reach me. For the benefit of my
seekers there exists a Linga and teertha. You perform
penance there'1. Sage Bharadwaja was thrilled. Soon the
sage accompanied by all his disciples reached the spot
surrounded by hills. He took his bath in the dear waters of
the tank near by and worshipped the Linga" that
spontaneously manifested there and Paramasiva appeared.
The sage praised, "O Lord of Girija, I bow before thee O
Parameswara, I pray thee. You are the root cause of the
universe. You are praised by the vedas and all effects
emanate from you. You are the passive witness of all the
12